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The “Year for Priests” promulgated by Pope 
Benedict XVI is coming to a close. It will officially 
end on June 19, 2010. This year has given us the 
opportunity to reflect and think about the ministry 
of the priest. This has come at a very opportune 
time. We have become more aware of the 
strengths and giftedness of many priests. We have 
also become more conscious that priests are not 
immune from sinfulness and frailties.

What is the essence of the priesthood? I need to 
go to the Bible. The author of the Letter to the 
Hebrews has this to say, “Every high priest is taken 
from among men and is appointed to act on their 
behalf in relationships with God” (Heb 5:1). In the 
first place it is evident that priesthood is a call. It is 
a particular vocation with a very specific ministry 
in the church. The particular ministry of the priest 
entails him being the link between God and the 
people; to intercede on behalf of the people. What 
does this mean in practice?

There is a very insightful story in the Book 
of Genesis,  Chapter 24 which can help us to 
understand this. Abraham was getting on in years 
and he realised that his son Isaac was not yet 
married. He desired to see him settled. So one 
day, he sent for one of his most trusted servants 
and asked him to go to the land of his ancestors 

in order to find a wife 
for his son. How is he 
going to achieve this?

When he arrived in the 
town where Abraham 
come from he sat beside 
the village well towards 
the evening and he 
prayed. “Yahweh, God 

of my master Abraham, give me success today and 
show faithful love to my master Abraham. While I 
stand by the spring as the young women from the 
town come out to draw water, I shall say to one 
of the girls, ‘Please lower your pitcher and let me 
drink’ and if she answers, ‘drink and I shall water 
your camels’ let it be the one you decreed for your 
servant Isaac” (Gen 24:12-14).

This is precisely what happened. Rebekah whose 
father Bethuel was a relative of Abraham came 
to the well and when the loyal servant asked her 

for a drink, she also volunteered to give water 
to the camels. The servant was invited to stay 
at Rebekah’s house and he related to her father 
and brother the precise nature of his mission. He 
spoke so well about his master that Rebekah felt 
very comfortable and ready to leave her family 
to meet her future husband even though she had 
never met him before.

The role of the servant was very definite. He had 
to bring the bride to the bridegroom. He could 
have easily been tempted to keep the bride for 
himself. After all, the Bible tells us that, “The girl 
was beautiful and a virgin, no man had touched 
her” (Gen 24:16). Yet he remained faithful to his 
mission. This is also the mission of the priest. 
As priests we are called to bring the people who 
are the church and who are also the bride, not to 
ourselves but to the bridegroom: to Jesus.

This is an awesome vocation. Our call as baptised 
people is to change the world based on the values 
and principles of Jesus. Our call is to help all 
people to live a truly balanced and fulfilled life 
based on the teaching of Jesus and of His church. 
We cannot do this on our own. It is too hard and 
difficult. We need the life giving presence of Jesus 
to animate, nurture, empower and enable us 
to live up to this call. Through his ministry as a 
servant leader, the priest is called to make present 
the power and the touch of Jesus Christ so that we 
can all continue this mission of Jesus.

The role of the priest is to enable and empower 
the church (the people) to be what it is supposed 
to be, the people of God. His role is at the service 
of the whole church enabling all the members of 
the church to live fully their baptismal dignity that 
is to participate fully in the mission of Jesus as 
priest, prophet and king. The priest is to enable 
all baptised to be priestly in the sense of being 
guided to worship God and to spend time with 
God in prayer in every circumstance of our lives; 
to be prophets in the sense of being encouraged 
to speak, live and act according to what is true 
and right and to reject everything that is contrary 
to the mind and heart of Jesus; to be king in the 
sense of being of service to others following the 
example of Jesus.

How is the priest going to achieve this? In the first 
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The Gift of Priesthood (continued)

place, by conforming himself to the mind and heart 
of Jesus. This requires time for prayer, for personal 
reflection, for reading and for being familiar with 
the Word of God and with the teaching of the 
church. God’s work needs God’s Holy Spirit.

The celebration of the daily Eucharist and the 
other Sacraments is another vital way enabling 
the priest to exercise his ministry. However, “Do 
this in memory of me”, does not only entail the 
call to continue to celebrate the Eucharist. It also 
entails living the Eucharist, to be the Eucharist. 
Jesus literally broke his body in service to others. 
We are asked to put our life on the line too, even 
to the point of death in order that others might 
live with dignity.

The preaching of the Word is also a powerful 
means to teach and to inculcate in the hearts of our 
people the desire to fully embrace their mission. 
The Scriptures contain the story of our lives. In the 
Word of God we find God’s plan for each one of us. 
As priests we are called to help our people inter-
pret what is happening in their own lives and in 
the world around us according to the life — giving 
presence of Jesus contained in His Word. When-
ever God speaks, hearts are changed, minds are 
uplifted and souls become inflamed. As priests we 
are called to expound and break open the Word of 
God in such a way as to achieve these results.

I thank God for all the priests who in spite of 

difficulties, disappointments and anxiety are 
powerful witnesses of the Resurrected Lord. 
I thank God for so many of our people who support 
priest by their generosity, wisdom, kindness, care 
and prayer. Priests and lay people committed to 
their particular vocation in the church and firmly 
bonded by our faith in Jesus Christ are a very 
tangible witness which cannot fail to touch the 
lives of many for the better.

I urge many of our young men to pray and to 
seriously consider a vocation to the priesthood. 
I am more than happy to help in any way I can. 
Contact me at chancery@sand.catholic.org.au

In this spirit let us pray for all priests,

Bless them in their ministry.
Empower those hurting or confused, 
nurture the lonely, refresh the fervent, 
enthuse the hardworking
and accompany closely the sick and the dying.
May they continue to love like you,
to think like you, to feel like you, 
to understand like you
and to speak like you.
May our mother,
Nurture in the hearts of all priests
the same love that you have
for your son Jesus. 

Amen
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I thank all those who have generously contributed to support the 
work of ICCRS on behalf of the worldwide Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal. I consider it important that we place a brief report 
about the financial position of ICCRS before you to ensure 
transparency and accountability. 
The following are some highlights relating to the financial 
position of ICCRS in the year 2009:
Income
Our total income for the year, from January to December, 
2009, was 143,120 €. It included 61,317 € received as donations 
from ICCRS Sub-Committees and National Service Committees 
(NSCs). Donations from individuals, groups and communities 
amounted to 47,871 € whereas response to Hope Sack appeal 
was only 9,341 €. Special appeal for funds including sponsor-
ship for ICCRS staff generated 13,763 €. The ICCRS International 
Event in Kkottongnae brought in a surplus of 63,771.30 USD. 
On the other hand the ICCRS Newsletter, books and material 
incurred a deficit of 3,928 €. 
Expenses 
We took stringent measures to control expenditure at ICCRS. 
As a result, expenditure for the Council members and meetings 

was 1,931 € less than what was budgeted. There was a saving 
of 2,940 € in office and administrative expenses. Even on the 
Newsletter there was a saving of 3,520 €. Despite all our efforts, 
on account of the increase in costs, the total expenses for the 
year came to 199,082 €, which exceeded the budget by 2,082 €.
Present Position
Despite the deficit, ICCRS was able to carry on its operations 
only with some surplus it had from the previous year. The surplus 
generated at the ICCRS International Event at Kkottongnae, 
South Korea was a timely help. In order to carry on the service 
of ICCRS to the worldwide Renewal, we need generous and 
sacrificial offerings, support and prayers from every one of 
you — the Sub-Committees, NSCs, communities, groups and 
individual donors.

Please support ICCRS
Through financial assistance, you have helped ICCRS to continue 
its important mission in the Church. Please continue to help us in 
2010 and thereafter. I pray that Almighty God will bless all those 
who generously responded to the prompting of the Holy Spirit to 
support ICCRS through contributions and prayers. May you be 
enriched in every way for your great generosity! (2 Cor 9:11)

Cyril John chairman of the iccrs finance committee

ICCRS Financial Report 2009



It was with great joy and expectation that around 300 partici-
pants from 40 countries came together in Assisi to participate 
in the special Road to Pentecost ICCRS intercession event. 
The programme was varied and included inspiring teachings, 
reflecting the different continental perspectives on intercession. 
There were informative workshops covering various aspects of 
intercession plus many special prayer times. 

There were several highlights of our time together, such as, the 
Pentecost Vigil where we all gathered together to pray for a new 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit for ourselves, the Church and 
the world. Then people continued to pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament throughout the whole night. When Pentecost 
morning arrived we all gathered together in one place to give 
God thanks and praise, then we marched out into the streets of 
Assisi in a special ‘parade of the nations’.  The streets were full 
of joy and colour as we praised and worshiped God in a variety 
of languages. We then joined the Bishop and many people from 
the Diocese who were gathered together in a large tent for a 
special Pentecost mission. The Bishop invited us to share in the 
liturgy by singing some charismatic songs and he spoke about 
us being a living reflection of what actually happened on the 
first day of Pentecost. 

We have a sense that this special event on intercession was just 
the beginning of what the Lord is calling ICCRS to do regarding the 
call to intercession. We are currently discerning the next steps 
that are necessary in order to further encourage and promote 
the need for strong intercession at local and national levels. We 
also hope to offer some further ICCRS events on intercession and 
work towards forming a global network for intercession.

We are building on this year’s experience by offering another 
Assisi ‘Road to Pentecost event in 2011 where the special 
focus will be growing in the Charisms. Please note the dates 
now and further details will follow; 8th–12th June 2011 plus 
optional pilgrimages on 12th–15th June 2011.
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May 19–23, 2010

Assisi 2010
Intercession Event

The Saint John Lateran Basilica in Rome, provided a magnifi-
cent environment for the special one day priest’s retreat 
which ICCRS co-hosted with the Catholic Fraternity. Around 
500 people gathered together for praise and worship which 
was animated by Rinnovamento nello Spirito Santo Italy. 
This was followed by a powerful exhortation delivered by 
Bishop Joe Grech from Australia. He began by reflecting upon 
three aspects from the life of St. Francis — his preaching, his 
prayer and his poverty. Then, using many Biblical examples 
and personal testimonies,  Bishop Joe went on to highlight 
the role and mission of the priest in today’s world.  Bishop 
Mauro Piacenza, the Secretary of the Congregation of the 
Clergy shared a meditation before leading into a time of 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Lunch proved to be a beautiful time of fraternal fellowship as 
the priests and participants adjourned to a nearby marquee 
and shared together informally over a catered lunch. In the 
afternoon we were encouraged by Fr. Tom Forrest who shared 
his own personal experience of living the joyous call to the 
priesthood for over 50 years. The priests were then led in a 
very deep time of ministry by Fr. Kevin Scallon and Sr. Briege 
McKenna. Sr. Briege shared a very stirring prophetic word for 
all the priests. We hope to print the text of this in a future 
newsletter. The day drew to a close with a beautiful Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by Cardinal Turkson, President of the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. It was a great joy to 
gather together with Charismatic priests from all over the world 
as they began their retreat time in Rome with the Holy Father.

June 8, 2010

One Day Retreat
for Bishops, priests, seminarians, and friends of the CCR

Visit www.iccrs.org or e–mail events@iccrs.org for more information about our events.
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The Kargil War fought from May to July 1999 between my 
country, India, and our neighbour Pakistan; was named 
Operation Vijay. The war lasted for 50 days and according to 
the Indian Government was necessitated because Pakistan 
had illegally occupied part of our territory in the border area. 
It was, in fact, a bold attempt to regain territory that had 
always belonged to India and was at that time under Pakistani 
occupation. Something similar happens in the spiritual realm 
where spiritual warfare becomes necessary.
The whole universe was created by God and “God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good” (Gen 1:31). 
However, slowly and steadily the evil one succeeded in wielding 
his infl uence on people, families, places, organizations, 
movements, governments and even nations as a whole. The war 
that began in heaven between the two kingdoms (Rev 12:7-12) 
continues to be waged until now. St. Peter alerts us: “Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour” (1Pet 5:8). What 
we need to do, is to detect the Enemy and his wiles and not give 
in to fear or hysteria that looks for demons in every situation.
The spiritual war
Those who have experienced the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
and committed their lives to Jesus anew, invariably seem to 
be confronted by the active assault of Satan in direct or subtle 
temptations. “For our struggle is not against enemies of fl esh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). 
The King James Version uses a more apt word for ‘struggle’: 
“For we wrestle not against fl esh and blood…” The confl ict 
involves every baptized Christian — not only certain specialized 
groups, such as priests, missionaries, evangelists, etc. Spiritual 
warfare is something that all of us are engaged in. The ministry 
of Jesus and his followers throws much light on the work of 
Satan, his kingdom and his strategies. We need to know that 
spiritual warfare is not about chasing out demons. It refers 
to spiritual activity that you and I must engage in, against the 
nefarious designs of the evil one and his army, targeted against 
God and His children.
Intercession is Spiritual Warfare
Intercession in the true sense is spiritual warfare, irrespective 
of whether the intercessor is conscious of it or not. Someone 
defi ned intercession as “Holy believing, persevering prayer 
whereby someone pleads with God on behalf of another 
or others who desperately need God’s intervention”. The 
intercessor actually builds the wall or stands in the breach 
before the Lord on behalf of the land or its people (Ezek 22:30). 
By standing in the breach an intercessor facilitates the process 

of regaining the land or its people under illegal occupation or 
infl uence of the evil one. The intercessor also protects them 
by building a wall. I was able to understand the signifi cance 
of this Bible passage and its connection with the ministry of 
intercession when I paid a visit to the Great Wall of China, one 
of the Seven Wonders of the World, on the 21st of March, 2009. 
The Wall with a length of 6,400 kilometres, thickness up to 9 
meters and height up to 7.5 meters, was built over a span of 
2,100 years to protect the people of Northern China from the 
Mongolians and other invaders. Through prayer, the intercessor 
too builds a wall (like the Great Wall of China) to safeguard the 
people of God from the onslaught of the enemy.
St. Paul asks us to join him in his “struggle”, for the sake of the 
Gospel, saying: “I urge you, (brothers) by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in the struggle by your 
prayers to God on my behalf” (Rom 15:30). The struggle that he 
speaks of is against the powers of darkness. This gives us an 
important Scriptural instruction that the prayer of intercession 
is, undoubtedly, part of an intense struggle against the powers 
of darkness. Paul has a clear understanding that he is not 
fi ghting “against fl esh and blood but against the powers of 
darkness…” (Eph 6:12). Hence, for us to intercede eff ectively as 
missionaries, we must train as soldiers do for a battle.
The Enemy
In a war it is important that we must know the enemy — his 
strengths and strategies. The enemy in spiritual warfare is Satan 
and his evil spirits. The Bible passages, Rev 12:7-12, 17 and 2Pet 2:4 
along with those of the fall of the king of Babylon in Is 14:12-15 
and Ezek 28:12-17 have formed the basis for the Church Fathers’ 
teachings that Satan and his evil spirits were angels who lost 
their place in heaven through sin. During his General Audience 
on 15 November 1973, responding to the query, “What are the 
greatest needs of the Church today? Pope Paul VI said: “Do not let 
our answer surprise you as being over-simplistic, superstitious 
or unreal. One of the greatest needs is defence from that evil 
which is called the Devil”. It is quite obvious that the Church is in 
continuous spiritual warfare with Satan and his evil forces. At the 
same time we shouldn’t forget the fact that through His death 
and resurrection, Jesus has defeated the enemy already: “He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example 
of them, triumphing over them in it” (Col 2:15).
The Warrior
Each one of us must be a warrior in this spiritual warfare. But 
why does God need us in the battle? The dominion that was 
under Satan has been restored to us by Jesus (Col 1:13-14). 
In spite of this, God will not exercise His authority in a realm 
given to us and will intervene only when invited by us in prayer 
(Ezek 22:30; Eph 6:18; 1Tim 2:1-4). The more involved we are in 
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ICCRS receives many questions about the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, and we do our best to answer as many as we can with the help 
of the ICCRS Doctrinal Commission members who kindly take the time to check their references and credit their sources. The questions 
and answers featured in this section of the Leadership Formation each issue are selected for their relevancy and helpfulness overall for 
those involved in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

If you have a question about the CCR, please send it to newsletter@iccrs.org

QUESTIONS TO THE ICCRS DOCTRINAL COMMISSION
The ICCRS Doctrinal Commission is headed by Bp. Joseph Grech (Australia) and 
is formed by Fr. Peter Hocken (Austria), Fr. Francis Martin (USA), and Dr. Mary Healy (USA).
The ICCRS Doctrinal Commission is in consultation with theologians from around the world.

What is Resting in the Spirit?
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What is resting in the Spirit? Should it be a cause of concern for 
renewal leaders? In this response, I share my own experience 
as a leader in renewal and my reflection as a theologian. These 
comments apply to all unusual phenomena, of which resting in 
the Spirit is one of the most common.

My experience (and that of many others) is that when we pray 
in faith for deeper reception of the Holy Spirit, profound things 
can begin to happen in people, which may be manifested in 
laughter, weeping or groaning. These are natural human 
responses to the overwhelming presence and grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Over the years I have learned that there are often deep 
hurts in people, even in those who outwardly appear to be 
excellent and mature Catholics. I remember how an organizing 
leader for a conference began to weep; it slowly came out that 
this leader had been seriously abused in childhood. This painful 
memory had been suppressed for many years. Today more 
and more people come from broken homes with little or no 
experience of loving parents. Some have learned to cope with 
life, and others have not. The latter are obviously wounded, but 
the former may look normal and balanced. But when we pray 
for the Holy Spirit's deep work, these things begin to surface. In 
my judgment, this is a good way to understand the benefits of 
resting in the Spirit. Resting in the Spirit happens when people 
being prayed for can no longer stand or sit, and they fall back 
or slide to the floor, and rest on their backs. In the vast majority 
of cases, resting in the Spirit is very peaceful.

When anything unusual starts to happen, the key question is 
not how unusual it is. The key question is what is happening 
spiritually in the person. Often the more unusual things happen 
when we are praying for a further opening to the Holy Spirit and 
for the Holy Spirit to work deep healing and sanctification in 
the person’s life. If we sincerely ask the Father to pour out his 
Spirit, we should believe that this is what He will give. “Which 
of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake 
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:11–13).

How should leaders handle resting in the Spirit and other 
unusual phenomena? The most important need is for wise and 
mature leadership, together with solid teaching that is both 
biblical and faithful to the age-old tradition of the Church. 
When these two elements are present, there is nothing to fear 
from unusual phenomena. Why? First, wise leaders will quickly 
recognize anything that is out of order. They will detect when 
people’s focus is not on the Lord and there is something wrong 
with their motivation and their attitude (for example, a focus 

on emotional excitement). Second, mature leaders will provide 
sound teaching, which helps to ensure that when people come 
forward for prayer, they are seeking a deeper union with God 
and a greater submission to the Lordship of Jesus. There is a 
close connection between what is taught and what is sought, 
between teaching and subsequent experience.

Where a person has deep hurts, things may happen that can 
be disturbing to others, e.g. a time of shaking; in this case, 
the leaders should calmly take the person to a separate space 
where prayer can continue without disruption of the meeting. 
The fact that the immediate effect of prayer is not peaceful is 
not a negative sign; pain and emotional hurt are coming to the 
surface. But such prayer should then lead into peace, as the 
Lord heals deep places within.

What could be the dangers of this resting? What could be the 
benefits? A danger is that people can come forward for prayer 
seeking an experience rather than seeking the Lord. The answer 
to this is good teaching that emphasizes seeking the Lord and 
not particular experiences. The potential benefit is that people 
can receive healing for long-hidden hurts; others receive deep 
experiences of the Lord’s love and mercy. I remember one man 
who was taken through the whole Passion of the Lord while 
resting in the Spirit.

In regard to “falling,” my observation is that in genuine cases 
this is a form of surrender, as if the person says, “Over to you, 
Lord,” letting go of the self-possession that keeps the Lord 
at a safe distance. “Falling” is only a means to an end and is 
not important in itself. It is the surrender that is important, 
for we are allowing the Holy Spirit to work at levels beyond 
our conscious control. How do we know that we are not 
opening ourselves to alien forces? The context makes all the 
difference: when the context is authentic worship of the Lord, 
with real faith in his goodness and grace, then the Father will 
not give us a stone.

Falling down and getting up after one minute is not a fruitful 
exercise. This is the most common problem that I see: people 
think that falling is the key thing, and so they put the emphasis 
in the wrong place. The terminology of “being slain in the 
Spirit” should be avoided. That places the emphasis on the 
phenomenon of falling and introduces a violent image that is 
not appropriate.

Why is all this happening today? Maybe it is because we live in 
an increasingly noisy and frenetic society where people have 
little time to reflect, to relax and to just be. This may explain 
why people may need to stop all activity, stop straining and 
just let go and yield themselves to the work of the Spirit. 
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The next ICCRS Leadership Training Course is to be held at the Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, Ohio—known for its commitment to orthodoxy and renewal in the 
Church. The program will include daily Mass, Eucharist Adoration and a time of 
Charismatic Praise and Worship. The teachings will cover two basic areas:

The foundations and vision of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (Ecclesiology, • 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, the History of the CCR, a Theology of Mission)

Practical help and ideas for ministry (elements of a prayer meeting, basic tech-• 
niques for evangelization, the life of leaders) 
There will also be time for reflection, sharing and ministry.

Teachers of the LTC will include Michelle Moran, Jim Murphy, Peter Thompson, 
Mark Nimo, and Dr. Alan Schrek.

Deadline for this event: August 27, 2010

UPCOMING LTCs ABOUT THIS COURSE

The ICCRS Leadership Training Course is a way for ICCRS to help foster leadership in 
the worldwide Catholic Charismatic Renewal. In partnership with local Charismatic 
realities, ICCRS provides this week–long programme that will call and empower new 
leaders as well as strengthen and encourage current leaders.

Visit www.franciscanconferences.com or www.iccrs.org for more information.
The ICCRS Leadership Training Course is a way for ICCRS to help foster leadership in the worldwide 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal. In partnership with local Charismatic realities, ICCRS provides this 
week–long programme that will call and empower new leaders as well as strengthen and encourage 
current leaders.

LTC Buenos Aires, Argentina
September 26—October 2, 2010

Please feel free to contact Mr. Pino Scafuro by e-mail at pinoscafuro@yahoo.it for more information.

LTC Steubenville, USA
September 12–18, 2010

Please feel free to contact Franciscan University’s customer service staff by phone at +00 740 283 6314 
for more information, or register today at http://www.franciscanconferences.com

LTC Abuja, Nigeria
November 07–14, 2010

Please feel free to contact Dr. Isaac Urlorolo by e-mail at ehaleoye@gmail.com for more information.

LTC Townsville, Australia
June 29—July 06, 2011

Please feel free to contact Trudy Clarke by e-mail at trudy.clarke4@bigpond.com for more information.

UPCOMING EVENTS


